	 BOROUGHBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2006 

IN 1 HALL SQUARE, BOROUGHBRIDGE

PRESENT:
Cllrs G Craggs (Chairman), R Doyle, C Golightly, I Hick,  

E Vose, J Wilkinson, R Windass, County Cllr J Watson, Mrs Toni Ramsay (Town Clerk)
H Nellis (Assistant Town Clerk), 
The meeting opened at 7.00pm
1 TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  Cllrs F Cooper, H Treharne, R Young, District Cllr A Alton 
2  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  Cllr Hick – item 6e 
3  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1 AUGUST 2006  
Proposed by Cllr Hick and seconded by Cllr Wilkinson 
4  PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR STATEMENTS None
Cllr Watson presented the list of local schools’ performance in this year’s GCSE Examinations and it was pleasing to note the significant improvement in the percentage of students achieving at least 5 grade A* - C at three local schools, one of which is Boroughbridge High School. Cllr Watson also addressed and noted Councillors’ concerns over traffic issues in the area
5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1 AUGUST 2006
a)  To progress the possibility of a memorial to John Brear Cllr Wilkinson reported on behalf of Cllr Young that Mrs Brear felt that a plaque, in memory of her husband, would be a suitable tribute 
6  CORRESPONDENCE
a)  To consider attendance at NYSP – Wider Partnership conference 20/09/09 re local area agreement for North Yorkshire Cllr Craggs gave information of this conference to take place at the Pavilions, Harrogate on Wednesday 20 September 2006 from 9.15am – 1.00pm and urged attendance. Cllrs Craggs and Golightly expressed an interest in attending
b) To complete questionnaire re Improving Access to Council Homes (HBC) It was agreed unanimously that the questionnaire be returned to HBC rejecting the proposals
c)  Any agenda items required by 11/09/06 for Parish Council Consultation meeting with HBC on 4/10/06. Also to consider who will attend 3 items were identified for inclusion on the Agenda for this Meeting:
- Open Space Policy; why has it taken so long to review this?

- Litter in Boroughbridge

- Car Park in Boroughbridge; why is HBC not prepared to hand over control to BBTC? 
Councillors were requested to inform the Clerk as soon as possible if they wish to attend
d)  Request from P Greenwood to approach Lister Haigh re weeds on St James Square

Councillors agreed that Harrogate Borough Council be asked to spray the weeds based on the quotation received and accepted at the Council Meeting in June 2006. Cllr Hick proposed that a letter first be sent to John Haigh explaining what the Council is intending to do. Cllr Windass supported the proposal
e)  To consider request for donation to Ripon Scouts It was agreed to donate £100 towards the 100th. Anniversary Scouting celebrations. Cllr Doyle proposed that the amount should be given in recognition of the work done by the Scouts in tidying the Tutt Woodland area. Cllr Vose seconded the proposal 
6f)  Cllr Craggs gave details of the Yore Vision Community/Stakeholder Conference on youth issues in Boroughbridge and the Lower Ure Valley to be held on Thursday 12 October 2006 from 6.30pm-9.00pm at Boroughbridge High School. Cllr Golightly said that he would like to attend
6g)  The Annual General Meeting of Harrogate & Area Council for Voluntary Service will be held on Thursday 5 October 2006 at 2.00pm in the Sun Pavilion, Harrogate

6h)  The Harrogate District Action for the Environment Group is holding a public group meeting on Tuesday 12 September 2006 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Council Offices, Crescent Gardens, Harrogate

7  TO CONSIDER DRAFT REVISED STANDING ORDERS AND NEW FINANCIAL STANDING ORDERS
A copy of both documents is to be left in the Council Office and Cllr Craggs urged that Cllrs append suggestions and comments prior to the next meeting of the Town Council on Tuesday 3 October 2006 
8  TO REVISE THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMUNITY OFFICE WORKING GROUP RE A POSSIBLE CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Cllr Wilkinson expressed concern that there might be a possible conflict of interest by his selling certain goods which are available to buy in the Tourist Information Point. It was agreed that the ‘overlap’ is minimal and Councillors are happy for Cllr Wilkinson to remain on the Working Group
9  TO CONSIDER COUNCILLOR COOPTION VACANCY
One application has been received. It was agreed that the candidate should be called for interview after the closing date of 12 September 2006
10  TO CONSIDER THE POSSIBILTY OF PLACING MORE BLUE PLAQUES
Cllr Wilkinson proposed that the Historical Society be approached for recommendations and suggestions and Cllr Doyle seconded the proposal
11  TO CONSIDER REINSTALLING A BENCH WHICH HAS BEEN VANDALISED AND REPAIRED FOR THE GREEN AT ALDBOROUGH
Proposed by Cllr Windass and supported by Cllr Hick
12 FINANCE
a) Bank Balances Appendix 1. Noted with no comments or questions
b) Invoices / salaries to be paid  Proposed by Cllr Wilkinson and seconded by Cllr Windass
c) To agree hire of library for Civic Service at a cost of £8 Proposed by Cllr Windass and seconded by Cllr Vose
d) To consider expenditure of £740 commuted sums in Recreation Ground for Childs Equipped Play Area (NB painting not acceptable expense) Items d and e were considered together. Cllr Wilkinson proposed spending the commuted sums and suggested that a representative from HBC be asked to meet with Councillors from Boroughbridge to discuss and evaluate the expenditure. Cllr Hick supported the proposal
e) To consider the painting of play equipment in Recreation Ground (one quote 
received for £560) considered jointly with item 12d 
f) To consider the repair/replacement of two gas lamps Cllr Hick proposed that the Council investigate possible sources for purchasing replacement lamps and Cllr Wilkinson supported the proposal
g)  To consider the need to continue with insurance cover for Fountain Cllr Doyle proposed that insurance cover for the Fountain be removed from the current Policy and the Finance Working Group consult with the Insurers on a reduction, and refund, in the premium. Cllr Wilkinson seconded the proposal 
h) To consider adding benches/seats into insurance cover It was agreed that this should be included in the review of Insurance cover carried out by the Finance Working Group, whilst dealing with item 12g
i) To consider paying bills such as utilities, rates, broadband and PWLB by Direct Debit
Direct Debit Mandates have already been obtained from the above organisations and Cllr Wilkinson proposed that future payments be actioned accordingly. Cllr Doyle supported the proposal
j) To consider type of lights required for trees in St James Square Cllr Hick updated the Council on progress which has been made in the application for funding to Yorkshire Forward, part of which would include replacement lights for the trees in St James Square. Until work has been carried out, it is not possible to estimate accurately how many lights will be needed in each tree but it is recommended that lights be woven along the branches and not from branch to branch as previously. This will mean that the lights have a life of approximately 5 years. Cllr Wilkinson proposed contacting Mike Seldon to ask that the existing power wires be encased in conduit and Cllr Windass seconded the proposal
k) To consider quotes for removal of sycamore tree in Boroughbridge Cemetery  Three estimates have been received for the removal of the tree and Cllr Doyle proposed that the quotation of £650 from JC Trees be accepted. Cllr Windass supported the proposal 
13 COMMITTEES / PROJECTS REPORTS
a) Planning sub committee meetings’ minutes 15/08/06 and 5/9/06 to be approved
Supported by Cllr Windass and seconded by Cllr Wilkinson 
b) Cemetery sub committee report to include minutes of 8/8/06  Appendix 2
c)  Finance and Admin Working Group report  Nothing to report
d) Youth Council and Schools Liaison report  Cllr Golightly reported that there have been 3 meetings with representatives of suppliers of play area equipment; quotations are still awaited. Cllr Doyle reported on the inaugural meeting of the proposed Youth Council which took place on Friday 2 September 2006 at 6.00pm in 1 Hall Square. 9 young people from the Town, Vicky Lever (Youth Worker) Anthony Howard (Karbitz) and one overseas student attended and 5 of the young people registered an interest in joining the Youth Council. Application forms have been received from a further 3 people who were unable to attend at this time. It was agreed to try an establish a Youth Council and to meetings on the first Wednesday of each month in 1 Hall Square from 7-8pm. The first meeting will take place on 4 October 
e) Aldborough Gate report – consider quote from solicitors re conveyancing plus draft 

Agreement for Sale received from NYCC and a request for confirmation of funding

Cllr Wilkinson proposed accepting Fitzgerald-Harts’s quote for conveyancing and Cllr Windass seconded the proposal. Cllr Hick reported that confirmation of funding from the PWLB for the purchase of the land should be with the Council very soon. A proposal from BCA for precept funding was rejected by Cllr Wilkinson and seconded by Cllrs Windass and Craggs. Cllr Doyle requested that a monthly statement of finances be submitted to the Council by the Aldborough Gate Working Group  
f)  Tutt Woodland report  Nothing to report
g)  Mill Lane report  Cllr Golightly reported that he has written to Yore Vision to ask if they would consider taking on the project. To this end, Cllr Golightly will liaise with Cllr Hick. It was stressed that clearly-defined criteria and objectives need to be in place now for the future development of the Mill Lane site
h)  Community Office report  Cllr Wilkinson requests to come off the group re possible conflict of interest The possible conflict of interests was discussed and resolved under item 8.
Minutes and recommendations have been received from HBC following the Grant Review meeting that was held in 1 Hall Square on 19 July 2006. A reply will be sent to Genevieve Parker enclosing the information requested
i) St James Square report  Cllr Hick reported. The original application for £10,000 of matched funding was vetoed by Yorkshire Forward as they did not consider that it fitted the specific criteria for that Fund. Consequently, a revised application for ‘capital expenditure’ has been submitted, to include the provision of lighting in the 4 trees, additional seating, waste bins and street signage. Rebecca Dacre, Principal Projects Officer appointed by HBC to deliver projects that are part of Yorkshire Forward’s Sub-Regional Development Plan will draw up more detailed designs for St James Square by the end of September 2006 in order to progress the project as soon as possible
j)  Hall Square report  Cllr Craggs reported that approval has been sanctioned to spend the £500, originally allocated for the railings in Hall Square, on signage for the Buttermarket display for which several local artefacts have already been donated. Cllr Craggs appealed for volunteers to help set up the display. Cllr Doyle offered his support 
k)  Car Park and Picnic Area report – to include an update on the purchase/gift of car park  Cllr Doyle reported that a letter has been received from Karen Maddison, HBC, stating that the outcome of the meeting with the Cabinet Member for Planning and Transport is that control of the car park should remain with HBC. The letter pointed out that possible funding for developing the car park could be through the Regeneration Partnership. To this end, a meeting will be arranged between Genevieve Parker (Economic Development Group at HBC) and Car Park/Picnic Area Working Group. County Cllr Phillips will be supplied with copies of appropriate correspondence
l)  Roundabouts report. Boroughbridge Chamber of Trade putting sub-committee together re sponsorship of roundabouts  Cllr Hick reported. The licence for the 5 roundabouts is timed to start on 1 September 2006. Reed Boardall has now taken over responsibility for the Roecliffe Lane Roundabout. Stephen Craggs and Nigel Hamilton-Evans from the Boroughbridge Chamber of Trade have volunteered to take on the task of helping the Town Council to find sponsors for the 3 remaining roundabouts and are obtaining estimates for initial landscaping and signage so that a package can be put together that can be offered to prospective sponsors 
m)  Public Relations to include what press releases for this month. To consider a free web ad for 4 Wheels Taxis in return for our Web address on their business cards 
Cllr Windass supported the proposal to offer 4 Wheels Taxis a free Web add in return for the Council’s Web address being included on their business cards. Cllr Hick seconded the proposal. See Appendix 3 for the Minutes of the Boroughbridge Town Council Website Meeting which was held on 8 August 2006. The next Meeting, scheduled for Thursday 7 September 2006 at 6.00pm in 1 Hall Square, has been postponed. The press release identified for September is Boroughbridge Community Care’s move to the Council Office 
n) Yore Vision report Cllr Hick reported on progress so far and pointed out that up-to-date information on Yore Vision can now be accessed by logging on to the HBC Website – www.harrogate.gov.uk/harrogate-267. Cllr Doyle is to arrange for a website link from the Yore Vision page on the Boroughbridge Website to that of HBC  
o)  TIP report  Appendix 4. Cllr Doyle proposed contacting the Chamber of Trade re point 2:1 of the report which urges that the Town Council and Chamber of Trade meet with representative/s of the TIP on a regular basis in order to present a united focus on the future of Boroughbridge under the Yorkshire Dales & Harrogate Area Tourism Partnership Plan 
p)  Minskip – update on field utilisation  No further developments to report
14  TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF BOROUGHBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE TUESDAY 3 OCTOBER 2006 AT 7pm IN 1 HALL SQUARE
The Meeting closed at 9.47pm
SIGNED ………………………………………….
CHAIRMAN
DATED  ................................................................
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