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BOROUGHBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL   
1 HALL SQUARE, BOROUGHBRIDGE, NORTH YORKSHIRE, YO51 9AN 
www.boroughbridge.org.uk 
info@boroughbridge.org.uk 
Tel: 01423 322956 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – Tuesday 3rd February 2026, the meeting started at 18:30. 
Present: Cllr Pauline Phillips (Chair), Cllr Zoe Metcalfe, Cllr Sean Hynes, Cllr Elisa Philips, Cllr Jamie McNeil, 
Cllr Nathan Plowright, Cllr Simon Ashley, Cllr Robert Young. Liz Leatherbarrow (Clerk who also took the 
minutes). 
 
111.1 To receive apologies for absence and record in the minutes. 
Cllr Peter Phillips, Cllr Kenny Fuller, Cllr J Fuller had given apologies for non-attendance. 
 
111.2 To consider the approval of reasons for absence given by councillors.     
The Chair reinforced the reasons previously explained in training why a vote is taken when considering 
apologies offered for non-attendance at the Full Council Meetings, reminding councillors of the statutory 
summons issued with each agenda. She reinforced apologies can be confidentially shared with the Chair and 
do not necessarily have to be divulged to the Clerk team. 
The council resolved to accept the reason for absence from Cllr Peter Phillips, due to illness.  
The council voted 2 in favour and 6 against accepting the apologies from Cllr K Fuller and 2 in favour and 6 
against accepting the apologies from Cllr J Fuller.  
 
112. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda   
Cllr Metcalfe explained in her Finance and Assets Committee report a confidential minute will be required. 
 
112.1 To confirm the minutes of Full Council Meeting on 2nd December 2025 as a true and accurate record 
Resolved. 
112.2 To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 as a true 
and accurate record.  
Resolved. 
    
113. Public questions/statements and requests to speak at Agenda item received prior to the meeting. 
None received. 
   
114. To receive External Stakeholder and Working Group Reports  
114.1 To receive updates from District Councillor Robert Windass 
County Councillor (CCllr) Robert Windass did not attend. No report or apologies were received.  
 
114.2 To receive any updates from the Finance and Assets Committee Chair.   
Cllr Metcalfe gave her report. 
Thanks were expressed for the attendance and participation of members at the recent Finance and Assets  
Committee Meeting held. Key issues were summarised: 
Three quotes for the resurfacing of the path in the cemetery were considered, brief details and comparisons 
were shared. The Committee recommended accepting the quote from Duffields.  
The council resolved to accept this quote for the works. It was confirmed the works would be paid for with 
Commuted Sums funding. 
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The services contracts for electricity, gas, water supplied are in need of review. The water contract for the 
toilet block has become a concern, with increasing costs. The review of all services will hopefully address the 
issues and achieve better value for money. 
The rates review information received for the toilet block is yet to be confirmed. This will be completed and 
feedback given as soon as it is achieved. 
ICT equipment in the offices needs replacement and upgrading. The equipment is too old to upgrade further, 
and a new laptop is also required. The expenditure was not anticipated in the planned budget. It is proposed 
to fund the replacement costs from Reserves and if at the end of 2026-27 Financial year any underspend 
remains in the ICT budget this will be returned to the reserves.  
The council resolved to accept the proposed ICT expenditure plan to replace the ICT equipment. 
The Fountain at St James Square needs repairs. Quotes for the works are still being sought and will be shared 
as soon as received. 
The lease for the Flat at 10A Fishergate needs reviewing as it is outdated. Cllr Metcalfe is leading this review 
and will share the impact of changes as they become appropriate. 
The council then moved into a confidential session. Cllr Plowright left the room and returned when the session 
was completed. 
CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE Taken. 
The quote for new lighting on the trees in St James Square was recommended to council. The new lights will 
be wrapped around the tree branches, hopefully they will be more secure and robust, to replace the old lights.  
A quote for illumination on the Fountain has been deferred. The repairs to the structure of the Fountain must 
take precedence and the option of adding illuminations when repairs are completed and funded, is to remain 
open in the future. Cllr McNeil was thanked for his support in arranging the quotes received. 
The payroll company costs to the town council have been reviewed. An alternative cheaper service has been 
found and will be accepted, to offer better value for money to the town council. 
 
114.3 To receive an update from the Cemeteries Committee  
Cllr McNeil gave his report. 
The new bin storage unit has been assembled in Boroughbridge Cemetery.  
Consideration has recently been given to the town council recording system of the Burials and interments at  
both cemeteries. The current system used is antiquated and needs updating, both to secure copies of the  
records held and to improve ease of reference and use. Digital options are being researched, with support  
from the Burial Clerk and neighbouring cemetery officers at Stonefall.  
Now that the path improvements are agreed Cllr McNeil will work in partnership with the clerk team to ensure  
a works management plan is in place with the contractors when the quote has bee accepted formally. 
 
114.4 To receive an update from the Environment and Sustainability Committee Chair. 
No report received. 
 
114.5 To receive an update from the Planning Committee Chair 
Cllr Metcalfe acted as Chair at the meeting this evening due to the absence of Cllr Fuller. Cllr Metcalfe gave a 
report. 
The agenda for the meeting did not have any new consultation documents to consider. A breach notification  
document has been received, relating to agenda point 117.2 below. 
Correspondence (below also at 118.8) was discussed and considered carefully. A resolution was made by the  
Planning Committee that at each Planning Committee Meeting hereafter there will be a permanently included 
agenda point to enable the committee to monitor and review the North Yorkshire Council progress with the  
‘Call for Sites’ actions and progress.  
The Chair and the other town councillors supported this move as sensible and necessary given the current  
challenging situation with increasing proposed housing development in Boroughbridge. 
 
114.6 To receive a report from the Human Resources Committee Chair 
Cllr Hynes gave his report. 
No new meeting has been held by the committee recently.  
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The newly appointed Deputy Clerk has settled smoothly into her post and is doing very well. It appears  
a successful appointment has been made. 
 
114.7 To receive a Minskip area report  
Cllr Ashley gave his report. 
No new Minskip meeting has taken place since the last council meeting, but one has been scheduled for next  
week and Cllr Ashley will be attending this meeting. Cllr Ashley had passed on information from officers at NYC  
to assist the Minskip Committee with their planning, which will be included in the meeting next week. He  
hopes this will be helpful to the Minskip Committee. 
Cllr McNeil offered his thanks on behalf of the town council to Cllr Ashley for renewing this partnership  
working so positively and praised him for the excellent start he had made in this liaison role. 
 
115. To consider approval of Finance information for January 2026 
115.1 To consider approval of the end January 2026 Finance Information and Bank Reconciliation.  
           To note receipts and payments to end of January 2026. 
The financial information was considered. Particular attention was made to point 329 on the payments list 
given the comments made by Cllr Metcalfe about the lease agreement for 10A Fishergate. Discussion was 
shared about the importance of ensuring changes to the lease are carefully considered to protect both the 
tenant and the town council. 
Resolved to approve the Financial Statement for January , with the payments and receipts to the end of 
January 2026. 
 
116. Matters arising from previous Minutes  
116.1 To consider Remembrance Day Parade arrangements for 2026 
The Chair reported that correspondence had been received from CCllr Windass regarding the arrangements  
with NYC for Remembrance Day Parades. It was agreed to defer discussions about this point to March, when  
hopefully CCllr Windass will be present to explain and confirm protocols in NYC. 
Cllr Metcalfe offered support in sharing information from Harrogate town council colleagues about this  
practice. 
ACTION: Clerk to add this agenda point to the March Council Meeting. 
 
116.2 Response regarding Boroughbridge High School (see 118.2 below) 
The Chair read a response received from CCllr Windass about support to the High School from County 
Councillors and NYC.  
Cllr Metcalfe expressed disappointment about the lack of support detailed in the response received. This view 
was shared by many of the councillors present and concerns were again expressed about the detrimental  
impact this would have on the High School’s improvement and development. 
Cllr McNeil requested that he is removed from the liaison committee group with the High School due to a 
current conflict of interests. This was understood and accepted by the Chair, after she thanked him for his  
support with this group to date. Cllr Hynes volunteered to replace Cllr McNeil in the group. 
 
116.3 To consider changes to allotments site 
The Chair reported that the Chair of the Allotment Society has confirmed he will attend the March 2026  
Full Council meeting to share an update with the council. 
 
 
 
117. New issues 
117.1 To consider Highways issues recently identified and reported to council, to include parking  
           issues outside Spar in High Street, litter, street lighting.  
The Chair explained that several issues have been highlighted to the council in the recent weeks. She 
expressed concern that response contact with the NYC officer at Highway Area 6 has reduced recently after a 
positive relationship had been established. She summarised the following issues as concerns identified. 
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White line markings outside the Spar in the High Street have been eroded already and cars are now parking in 
the loading bay again. Enforcement officers have disallowed the use of cones to prevent parking temporarily 
when deliveries are due to the Supermarket. If the large delivery lorries are unable to park in the marked 
loading bay the high street becomes blocked with traffic and causes dangers and delays to road users. 
Frustrations are growing by the supermarket staff and support was requested from the town council to help 
get the parking issues alleviated. 
The town councillors expressed their shared frustration that Parking Enforcement officers are not sufficiently 
routinely employed, and in this circumstance are making a problem worse for road users rather than 
supporting the flow of traffic. 
ACTION: Clerk to write to Parking Enforcement team leader to express concerns of council and request support 
with this issue.  
The footpath near to the top of the recreation ground at New Row has again become hazardous, especially to 
pedestrians using mobility scooters, or with push chairs/buggies. The footpath is crumbling and vegetation/ 
bushes have overgrown the footpath forcing pedestrians into the road. 
There are now several gaps in the natural bush fencing around the recreation ground. The gaps were promised 
to be filled with new bushes and have not been planted up. Similarly, a patch of grass at the bottom end of the 
recreation area now resembles a mud bath due to contractor’s vehicles ploughing up the grass on site. The 
grass needs reseeding and ruts levelling. 
The unpleasant situation that arose when the recreation area zipwire was repaired recently by contractors was 
explained. The Chair reinforced that any contractor employed in Boroughbridge would be expected to behave 
with professionalism and appropriate standards of behaviour, regardless of who had appointed them. 
Newly erected advertising signs outside Morrisons Supermarket traffic exit have negatively impacted the visual 
sight lines for drivers when exiting the site. Complaints have been received by the town council and concerns 
raised about the hazard caused. 
ACTION: Clerk to contact Area 6 officer to report the concerns raised and to try to reinvigorate the relationship 
initially formed. 
 
117.2 To consider Construction traffic issues at Fulmar Road 
Discussed above (see point 114.5) and at Planning Committee Meeting. 
Cllr Metcalfe explained that a response from NYC regarding the issues raised had been received, which 
residents should be advised of. The Clerk will ensure the response has been shared. Protocols appear now to 
have been implemented. 
 
117.3 To note repairs to toilet block roof 
The Chair explained that damage to the roof was reported by Cllr Plowright. A quote for the repairs had been 
sought and a contractor appointed. The works will be completed as soon as the inclement weather allows the 
contractor to safely complete them. The service contractor who works at the toilet block is monitoring the 
conditions to ensure the safety of the public is maintained. 
 
117.4 To note Local Government Boundary Commission, North Yorkshire Boundary Changes Final  
            Recommendations 
Noted. 
 
118.To receive information on the following correspondence and decide further action where necessary  
118.1 The Centre for Ageing Better’s ‘Age-friendly Town and Parish Guide’ 
Noted. A copy is stored in the council offices for refence in future. 
118.2 Response regarding Boroughbridge High School. 
See above at point 116.2. 
 
118.3 Communications received (6+ received in email trail initiated by resident) regarding construction  
           traffic at Fulmar Road, Boroughbridge 
See above at 117.2 
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118.4 NYC Notification of public consultation on the Council’s draft Local Planning Enforcement Plan  
           (LPEP) 
Noted. 
 
118.5 Back Lane Car Park – ‘Feedback and Suggestions’ from Bransby Wilson 
The Chair shared the content of the correspondence received. It was discussed. It was agreed the  
points raised in the letter highlighted various implications of the covenant that exists on the car park 
land. No further action will be taken in response of the letter. 
 
118.6 NYC proposed draft Local Planning Enforcement Plan to replace the existing Local 
Enforcement Plan 
Noted. 
 
118.7 Tourist Information Point equipment replacement funding opportunity 
The Chair shared information from the correspondence. It was noted.  
The town council will ensure the information is utilised in Minskip. 
 
118.8 Letter from Mr Collier regarding planning development in Boroughbridge 
See above at point 114.5 
 
119. To receive information on Invitations received for the Mayor of events to attend  
119.1 Candlemas Festival Eucharist at Ripon Cathedral on Saturday 31st January at 5.30pm 
119.2 22nd February NYCC Civic Service in Helmsley, 11am- Cllr Metcalfe to hope to attend. 
119.3 26th February Darley Memorial Hall Thanksgiving Dinner, 6.30pm 
 
120. To confirm the time and date and venue of the next Full Council Meeting will be 
Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 6.30pm. 
 
The meeting ended at 19:30. 
 

Each page of these Minutes has been read and confirmed, following ratification at the Full Council Meeting 
held on 3rd March 2026.  

 
 
Signed________________    Date __________                                                                                                                        
Mayor and Chair of Council 
.  
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